Mentalist Daigo condemned as discriminatory
※Warning: The following article contains discriminatory statements made against homeless people and individuals receiving welfare.
１　Mentalist DaiGo, a Japanese famous YouTuber, has sparked fierce criticism with his comments disrespecting the lives of （ア）homeless people and （ィ）individuals on welfare.
[bookmark: _Hlk80186478]２　DaiGo made ①the problematic statements on Aug. 7th in a livestream. (The video in question has been deleted.) During the livestream, he responded to a viewer's question by saying: "I’m not paying taxes for people on welfare. If the government has money to feed the homeless people, I want them to save cats. I don't care about the lives of the homeless. Their lives are unnecessary and don’t matter. To be honest, they are smelly and annoying.” He added, "Which are more valuable, the lives of humans or the lives of cats? I don't think human lives are more valuable than cats.” 
３　As of Aug. 13th, DaiGo's official YouTube channel had about 2.46 million subscribers, and the video in question had been viewed about 190,000 times by 10 a.m. that day.  Once his statements began being shared, numerous people tweeted, ②“DaiGo’s comments incite discrimination."
４　Late on Aug. 12th, DaiGo showed he had no intention to apologize for what he had said in his video, declaring, "I stated an individual point of view. It's not something to apologize for."
But on the night of Aug. 13th, during another livestream, he said, "My comments that day were no good after all. It was discriminatory. I'd like to apologize. I am deeply sorry."
mentalist：読心術などメンタルマジックを行う人　 condemn非難する　　discriminatory差別的な    spark~：-を引き起こす　　individual個人　  (                 )生活保護・副詞  subscriber購読者(ここではチャンネル登録者)   　～ in question：問題の～　　numerous多くの   incite扇動する　　individual個人的な　　point of view見解　　★今日覚えた語(　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　)

Q1　（ア）（ィ）について、英語で詳しく説明しましょう。
（ア）homeless people = (                                                                                )
（ィ）welfare = (                                                                                        )

Q2  下線①：メンタリストDaiGoはどのような発言をしましたか。


Q3　下線①：彼の発言はナチスに似ているという意見があります。どのような点が似ていますか。


Q4　下線②とありますが、メンタリストDaiGoの発言は、どんな差別を助長すると思いますか。


Q5  Did Mentalist DaiGo immediately apologize for his comments?



★What is “mentalist”? … a magician who performs feats that apparently demonstrate extraordinary mental powers, such as mind-reading ［Oxford Dictionary］
[bookmark: _Hlk80047148]５　On 14th, in response to DaiGo's remarks, four groups＊ that support people in need issued statements protesting against DaiGo’s remarks. The statements pointed out that DaiGo is an (ゥ)"influencer", and 
“It promotes prejudice, induces exclusion, and ③homeless people will feel guilty to ask life-saving systems for help." ＊4 groups：「生活保護問題対策全国会議」「一般社団法人つくろい東京ファンド」「新型コロナ災害緊急アクション」「一般社団法人反貧困ネットワーク」
６　Tsuyoshi Inaba(稲葉剛), representative director of the Tsukuroi Tokyo Fund, a group supporting the needy in search of jobs and housing, condemned DaiGo’s remarks, "There are already deep-seated prejudices against people receiving (エ)public aid.  Some young people in need hesitate to use the support and systems due to these discriminatory statements on the Internet. Influencers have a great influence and responsibility. It is important for the whole society to show an attitude that does not allow such statements."
７　There have been (オ)numerous crimes in which homeless people were attacked and killed. "Thoughtless words such as 'I don’t care about homeless people. Their lives are (カ)worthless’ could spark hate crimes. 
④The thought that denies the existence of the people you can't empathize with could incite violence and discrimination against them. The whole society needs to show that this is unacceptable."
８ Journalist Koichi Yasuda(安田浩一) said: "Categorizing human lives as (キ)superior or (ク)inferior is the very thought process of a eugenicist. To put out a video like this without shame is completely shocking to me."
９　Yasuda added, "It's possible to say that DaiGo picked up a prejudice that exists in a part of the society, and spoke ⑤on its behalf. I think the government has a responsibility for their (ケ)ignorance, prejudice and intolerance toward the welfare system."
people in need恵まれない人々　 in response to ~：-に反応して　remark, statement発言　(                     )偏見　 induce引き起こす　exclusion排斥・除外(反対語：                    )　　　representative director代表理事　needy = poor   deep-seated根深い　(               )犯罪　　deny否定する　　existence存在　　empathize with～：-に共感する
unacceptable容認できない　 (                   )分類する　 ★eugenicist優生学者　　without shame恥じることなく
intolerance不寛容　　★今日学んだ言葉（　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　）

Q6  (ゥ)(エ)(オ)(カ)(キ)(ク)を他の英語で言い換えましょう（または詳しく説明しましょう）。



Q7　③：Why will homeless people feel guilty because of DaiGo’s comments?

Q8  What kind of group is the Tsukuroi Tokyo Fund?

Q9  According to Tsuyoshi Inaba, what does the whole society need to do?

Q10  下線④の主語は、どこからどこまでですか。

Q11  下線⑤（on its behalf：その代表で）とありますが、itsは誰を指していますか。



★What is “eugenics”(優生学)? … the study of methods to improve the mental and physical characteristics of the human race by choosing who may become parents［Oxford Dictionary］
[bookmark: _Hlk80187198]１０　Ryogo Matsumaru(松丸亮吾), Japanese TV personality and entrepreneur, has condemned his brother DaiGo. In response to his elder brother's video which has received a huge backlash as discriminatory, he tweeted that his brother's comments cannot be tolerated. Matsumaru wrote on Twitter: "It's wrong to say something that makes light of human lives. He is to blame this time. I'm sorry."
１１　After Daigo sparked a firestorm with discriminatory comments, Japan's Welfare Ministry posted a message on Twitter on Aug. 13th, emphasizing citizens' right to access benefits. "To those who want to apply for public assistance," the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare tweeted at 12:48 p.m. that day. "Applying for public assistance is the rights of citizens. Anyone could need public assistance, so please don't hesitate to reach out."
entrepreneur起業家　 condemn非難する　　backlash大衆の反発　　(                     )許容する
make light of ～：-を軽んじる　　be to blame責めを負うべき・責任がある　emphasize強調する
(                                                     )厚生労働省　　benefit恩恵　
(               ) for～：-を申し込む　　★今日覚えた言葉(　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　   　　　　)

Q11  What has Ryogo Matsunmaru say about his brother’s statements?

Q12  After Daigo’s problematic livestream, what has Japan’s Welfare Ministry tweet?

Q13　Why do you think there is a huge gap between rich people and poor people? 




	由紀先生（著者）のコラム「どうでもいい」は、英語で？

このニュースは現時点（8月17日現在）で、海外の英語系メディアでは報道されていないようです。
日系の英字新聞の記事をいくつか調べました。問題のメンタリストDaiGo氏の発言
「ホームレスの人々の命は、どうでもいい」の英訳は、大きく分けて２つありました。
①I don't care about the lives of homeless people.
②I think, the lives of homeless people are just whatever.
本教材では、①を使用しました。②の “whatever”は、口語的な会話表現だからです。

本ニュースと関係ありませんが、１０年以上前、お笑い芸人の小島よしおさんの決め台詞
「でも、そんなの関係ねぇ！」が大ヒットしていました。これは一部、海外でも人気があったようで、
ネットでは　"It's so whatever！"  という英訳が出ていました。










★次の文を3回ずつ読んで、暗唱しましょう。
１．The following article contains discriminatory statements made against homeless people and individuals receiving welfare.

２．“It promotes prejudice, induces exclusion, and homeless people will feel guilty to ask life-saving systems for help."

３．"It's possible to say that DaiGo picked up a prejudice that exists in a part of the society, and spoke on its behalf.

４．The Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare tweeted, "Applying for public assistance is the rights of citizens.
（和訳）
1． 次の記事は、ホームレスの人々や生活保護を受けている人々に対する差別的な記述を含んでいます。
　●individuals receiving welfare = individuals (        )(        ) receiving welfare
    “receiving welfare”はindividualsを修飾（現在分詞の後置修飾）

2． それは偏見を助長し、排斥を引き起こし、ホームレスの人々は命を救ってくれる制度に助けを求めることに罪の意識を感じるだろう。

３．「DaiGoは社会の一部に存在する偏見を拾って、彼らの代弁をしたという可能性もある。」
　　　●on behalf of ～：～を代表して

４．厚生労働省は「公的扶助に申し込むことは市民の権利です」とツイートした。






★参考記事
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20210814/p2a/00m/0na/025000c
https://www.tellerreport.com/life/2021-08-13-%22mentalist%22-daigo-apologizes-for-%22discriminatory-remarks%22-to-people-in-need.HybYMH8VxF.html
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20210813/p2a/00m/0na/042000c
https://www.tellerreport.com/life/2021-08-14-statement-protesting-daigo-s-remarks-4-organizations-that-support-people-in-need.H1xOBCGBgY.html
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20210814/p2a/00m/0na/005000c
https://japan.bpositivenow.com/daigo-mentalist-apologizes-for-discriminatory-remarks-to-people-in-need/




